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BEN 

For that the groundwork is, and end of all. 

How to obtain a beneficial . Spenfers Hull end's Tale. 

Beneficially, adv. [from beneficial.] Advantageoufly ; pro- 
fitably ; helpfully. 

Brnefi'cialness. n.f. [from beneficial.’] Ulefulnefs ; profit; 
helpfulnefs. 

Though the knowledge of thefe objedts be commendable 
for their contentation and curiofity, yet they do not commend 
their knowledge to us, upon the account of their ufefulnefs 
and beneficialnefs . Hale’s Origin of Mankind . 

Benefi'ciar y. adj. [from benefice .] Holding fomething in fub- 
ordination to another ; having a dependent and fecondary pof- 
fefiion, without fovereign power. 

The duke of Parma was tempted by no lefs promife, than 
to be made a feudatory, or beneficiary king of England, under 
the feignoiy in chief of the pope. Bacon's War with Spain, 

BenefFciary. n.f. He that is in pofteflion of a benefice. 

A benefice is either faid to be a benefice with the cure of 
fouls, or otherwife. In the firft cafe, if it be annexed to an- 
other benefice, th ^.beneficiary is obliged to ferve the parifh church 
in his. own proper perfon. Aylijfe' s Parergon . 

BE NEFIT, n. f. [benejieium , Lat.] 

1. Akindnefs ; a favour conferred; an acl of love. 

When noble benefits (hall prove 
Not well difpos’d, the mind grown once corrupt, 

They turn to vicious forms. Skakejp. Henry VIII. 

Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his benefits. 

Pfialm ciii. 2. 

As many as offer’d life, 

NegleSl not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith, not void of works. Paradifie Lofi, b. xii. /, 426, 

2. Advantage; profit; ufe. 

The creature abateth his ftrength for the benefit of fuch as 
put their truft in thee. Wifdom , xvi. 24. 

3. In law. 

Benefit of clergy is an ancient liberty of the church, when a 
pried, or one within orders, is arraigned of felony before a fe- 
cular judge, he may pray his clergy ; that is, pray to be de- 
livered to his ordinary, to purge himfelf of the offence objedled 
to him : and this might be done in cafe of murder. The an- 
cient law, in this point of clergy , is much altered ; for clerks 
are no more delivered to their ordinaries to be purged, but now 
every man, though not within orders, is put to read at the bar, 
being found guilty, and convidled of fuch felony as this benefit 
is granted for ; and fo burnt in the hand, and fet free for the 
firft time, if the ordinary’s commiflioner, or deputy, danding 
by, do fay, Legit ut clericus ; or, otherwife, fuffereth death for 
his tranfgreflion. Cowel. 

ToBe'nefit. v. a. [from the noun.] To do good to; toad- 


vantage. 


What courfe I mean to hold, 

Shall nothing benefit your knowledge. Shakefp. Wint. Tale. 
He was fo far from benefiting trade, that he did it a great in- 
jury, and brought Rome in danger of a famine. Arbuthnot. 

To Benefit, v. n, To gain advantage. 

To tell you therefore what I have benefited herein, among old 
renowned authors, I fhall fparc. Milton on Education . 

Bene'mpt. adj. [SeeNEMPT.] Appointed; marked out; an 
obfolete word. 

Much greater gifts for Guerdon thou fhalt gain, 

Than kid or coifet, which I thee benempt ; 

Then up, I fay. Spenfer's Pajlorals. 

To Bene't. v. a. [from net.] To enfnare ; to furround as 
with toils. 

Being thus benetted round with villains, 

Ere I could mark the prologue, to my bane, 

They had begun the play. Shakefip. Hamlet. 

BeneVolence. n.J. [benevolentia , Lat.] 

1 . Difpofition to do good ; kindnefs ; charity ; good will. 

Grafp the whole worlds ©f reafon, life, and fenfe. 

In one clofe fyfteni of benevolence. Pope's EJJ'ay on Man . 

2. The good done; the charity given. 

3. A kind of tax. 

This tax, called a benevolence , was deviled by Edward IV . for 
which he fuftained much envy. It was abolifhed by Richard 
j[]T Bacon's Henry VII. 

Bene'volent. ad], [bcnevclens , benevolentia, Lat.] Kind; hav- 
ing good will, or kind inclinations. 

& " Thou ffood old man, benevolent as wife. Popes Odyjfey. 

& Nature all 

Is blooming and benevolent like thee. Thomfon. 

Bene'volentness. n.f. The fame with benevolence. 

BengaT. n.f. [from Bengal in the Eaft Indies.] A fort of thin 
flight fluff, made of filk and hair, for womens apparel. 

BeV’JAmin. n.f [Benzoin.] 1 he name of a tree. 

From a calyx, which confifls of four leaves, are produced 
three fmall flowers, which have an oblong tube ; the upper 
part, which is expanded, is divided into eight fegments ; be- 
tween which are feveral fhort threads, and, in the middle of the 
tube, is the ovarium, which becomes a fruity It was brought 
from Virginia into England, and is propagated by laying down 
the tender branches in the fpring of the year. Millar . 
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Be'njamin. n.f. A gum. SeeBENzoiN, 

To Beni'ght. v. a. [from night.] 

1. l o involve in darknefs ; to embarrafs by want of light* 

bring on night. s 

He that has light within his own breafl. 

May fit i’ th’ centre, and enjoy bright day ; 

But he that hides a dark ioul, and foul thoughts. 

Benighted walks under the mid-day fun ; & 

Himfelf is his own dungeon. 

Thofe bright flars that did adorn our hemifphere, as thn<% 
dark fhades that did benight it, vanifh. Boyle 

But what fo long in vain, and yet unknown ' 

By poor mankind’s benighted wit, is fought, 

Shall in this age to Britain firft be fliown. Dryd. Ann. Mir 
A florm begins, the raging waves run high, 

The clouds look heavy, and benight the fky. Garth's Ovid 
The miferable race of men, that live 
Benighted half the year, benumm’d with frofts 
Under the polar Bear. Philips 

2. To furprife with the coming on of night. ^ ’ 

Being benighted , the fight of a candle I faW a good way off 
diredled me to a young fhepherd’s houfe. Sidney , b. i! 

Or fome benighted angel, in his way, 

Might eafe his wings ; and, feeing heav’n appear 
In its belt work of mercy, think it there. Drydett . 

BENftGN. adj. [benignus, Lat. It is pronounced without the g, 
as if written benine ; but the g is preserved in benignity.] 

1. Kind; generous ; liberal ; adlually good. See Beneficent. 

This turn hath made amends ! Thou haft fulfill’d 
Thy words. Creator bounteous and benign l 
Giver of all things fair. Milton s Parad. Lofi, b. viii. /. 492. 
So fhall the world go on, 

To good malignant, to bad men benign. Par. Lofi , b. xii. 

W e owe more to heav’n than to the fword. 

The wifti’d return of fo benign a lord. Waller. 

What heaven beftows upon the earth, in kind influences and 
benign afpecls, is paid it back again in facrifice and adoration. 

South. 

They who delight in the fuffering of inferiour creatures, will 
not be very compaffionate or benign. Locke. 

Different are thy names, 

As thy kind hand has founded many cities. 

Or dealt benign thy various gifts to men. Prior . 

2. Wholefome ; not malignant. 

Thefe falts are of a benign mild nature, in healthy perfons ; 
but, in others, retain their original qualities, which, they dis- 
cover in cachexies. Arbuthnot on Aliments . 

Benign Difeafe , is when all the ufual fymptoms appear in the 
fmall pox, or any acute difeafe, favourably, and without any ir- 
regularities, or unexpected changes. Quincy. 

Beni'gness. n.f [from benign.] The fame with benignity. 
Bfni'gnity. n. f. [from benign.] 

1. Gracioufnefs ; goodnefs ; aClual kindnefs. 

He which ufeth the benefit of any fpecial benignity , may en- 
joy it with good confcience. Hooker , b. v. § 9. 

The king was defirous to eftablifh peace rather by benignity 
than blood. Hayward. 

It is true, that his mercy will forgive offenders, or his benig- 
nity co-operate to their converfions. Broiun's Vidgar Errours. 

Although he enjoys the good that is done him, he is uncon- 
cerned to value the benignity of him that does it. South. 

2. Salubrity; wholefome quality ; friemflinefs to vital nature. 

Bones receive a quicker agglutination in fanguine than in 
cholerick bodies, by reafon of the benignity of the ferum, which 
fendeth out better matter for a callus. Wifeman's Surgery. 

Beni'gnly. adv. [from benign.] Favourably; kindly; gra- 
cioufly. 

’Tis amazement more than love. 

Which her radiant eyes do move ; 

If lefs fplendour wait on thine. 

Yet they fo benignly fhine, 

I would turn my dazled fight 

To behold their milder light. Waller. 

Oh truly good, and truly great ! 

For glorious as he rofe, benignly . fo he fet. Prior. 

Be^ison. n.f. [benir, to blefs; beniJfons,l r.j Bleffing; bene- 
diction. 

We have no fuch daughter; nor fhall ever fee 
That face of hers again ; therefore, begone 
Without our grace, our love, our benifion. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

Unmuffle, ye fair ftars, and thou, fair moon. 

That wont’ft to love the traveller’s benifon. Milton . 

Be'nnet. n.f An herb ; the fame with avens , which fee. 
Bent. n. f. [from the verb to bend.] 

1. The ftate of being bent ; a ftate of flexure ; curvity. 

Strike gentlv, and hold your rod at a bent a little while. 

6 ] ] Walton's Angler. 

2. Degree of flexure. 

There are divers fubtle inquiries concerning the ftrength re- 

' " ’ * ’ the ail- 
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'3. Declivity. . n 

A mountain flood, 

Threat’ning from high, and overlook’d the wood i 
Beneath the lowring brow, and on a bent. 

The temple flood of Mars armipotent. Dryd. Pal. and Arc. 

4. Utmoft power, as of a bent bow. 

Then let thy love be younger than thyfelf. 

Or thy affection cannot hold the bent. Shakefp. Tw. Night. 

We both obey. 

And here give up ourfelves, in the full bent , 

To lay our fervice freely at your feet. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

5. Application of the mind ; ftrain of the mCntal powers. 

The underftanding fhouid be brought to the knotty parts of 
knowledge, that try the ftrength of thought, and a full bent of 
the mind, by infenfible degrees. Locke. 

6. Inclination ; difpofition towards fomething. 

O who does know the bent of womens fantafy ! 

Fairy Queen, b. i. cant. rv.fianz. 24. 
To your own bents difpofe you ; you’ll be found, 

Be you beneath the fky. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

He knew the ftrong bent of the country towards the houfe of 
York. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Soon inclin’d t’ admit delight, 

The bent of nature ! Miltons Par. Lofi , b. xi. /. 597. 

The golden age was firft ; when man, yet new, 

No rule but uncorrupted reafon knew; 

Arid, with a native bent , did good purfue. Dryden. Ovid. 
Let there be the fame propenfity and bent of will to religion, 
and there will be the fame fedulity and indefatigable induftry. 

South. 

’Tis odds but the fcale turns at la ft on nature’s fide, and the 
evidence of one or two fenfes gives way to the united bent and 
tendency of all the five. Atterbury. 

7. Determination ; fixed purpofe: 

Their unbelief we may not impute unto infufffciency in the 
mean which is ufed, but to the wilful bent of their obftinate 
hearts againft it. Hooker, b. v. § 22. 

Yet we faw them forced to give way to the bent, and current 
humour of the people, in favour of their ancient and lawful go- 
vernment. _ Temple. 

8. I urn of the temper, or difpofition ; fhape, or fafhion, fuper- 
induced by art. 

Not a courtier. 

Although they wear their faces to the bent 
Qf the king’s look, but hath a heart that is 
Glad at the thing they fcoul at. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

Two of them hath the very bent of honour. 

1 _ Shakefp. Much ado about Nothing. 

Then thy ftreight rule fet virtue in my fight, 

^ he c looked line reforming by the right ; 

My reafon took the bent of thy command. 

Was form’d and polilh’d bp thy fkilful hand. Dryden’ s Perf. 

9. I cadency ; flexion; particular direClion. 

The exercifing the underftanding, in the feveral ways of rea- 
foning, teacheth the mind fupplenefs, to apply itfelf more dex- 
tcioufly to bents arid turns of the matter, in all its refearches. 

10. A ftalk of grafs, called bent-grafs. 

His fpear, a bent both ftiff and ftrono-. 

And well near of two inches lono- ; 

I he pile was of a horfe-fly’s tongue, 

Whofe flrarpnefs naught reveled. Drayt. Nymphid. 

dtift of a / T C VineS ; if is 3 little d “ ft > the 
fog fofth I' ' Wh ‘ Ch S ‘ 0WS Up ° n the clufter > in the “in- 

tsgyttf !»• «* 

Bare bentmg times, and moulting months, may come 
When, lagging late, they cannot reach their home! 

ToBenu'm. .... [benumen, Saxo; Panther. 

' par! fenfati ° n 3nd “ fe ° f 

S Th K Wil1<J k bi0W m ° ift and keenfwVd!bids'! s ^rek' 8j ‘ 
Some better fhroud, fome better warmth to cher fh 

Our l.mbs benumm'd. Miltons Paradife l JTI , 

j, M y r ‘ n ™3, fecken, and an icy ftifS A ^ 

Benums my blood. n 7 

It feizes upon the vitals nmi / 1 /- s Sophy. 

the w-nT fa ! fe ’ there “"’ be p!in mi ; and f 7 

them tolh!mfe!vt!^ea!fe n fh r0US ^' Vhen Warmth (ha]1 

med with cold ? * ^ were once frozen and benum- 

L To ftupify. L Efi range <, fab. ix. 

Thefe accents were her . • 1 

Benumm'd her f n. 1 T* * C c:ee P in g death 
Vol. I, ' tuft* then flopp’d her breath. Dryden. 
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Benzoin, n.f. A medicinal kind of refin imported from tns 
Eaft Indies, and vulgarly called benjamin. It is procured by 
making an incifion in a tree, whofe leaves refemble thole of the 
lemon tree. It is of a yellowifh colour, an agree ab e feent, 
it melts eafily, and is of three forts. 1 he firft, which is 
efteemed the beft, comes from Siam, and is called amyzdaloides , 
being interfperfted with white foots, refembling broken almonds. 
The fecond is black, and very odoriferous ; it drops from 
young trees, and comes from Sumatra. The third is alfo 
black, but lefts odoriferous, and is found in Java and Sumatra. 

Trevoux. Chambers. 

The liquor we have diftilled from benzoin , is fubjcct to fre- 
quent viciflitudes of fluidity and firmnefs. Boyle. 

Benzoin Tree. See Benjamin Tree. 

ToBEPAfiNT. v. a. [from paint.] To cover with paint. 

Thou know’ft, the mafk of night is on my face, 

Elfe would a maiden blufth bepaint my cheek. 

Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Ho Bepi nch! v. a. [froni y>//^*J Ho mark with pinches. 

In theii* fides, arms, fhoulders, all bepinchi. 

Ran thick the weals* red with blood, ready to ftart out. 

Chapman s Iliad. 

Ho Bepi'ss. v. a. [from pifs.] To wet with urine. 

One caufed, at a feaft, a bagpipe to be played, which made 
the knight bepifs himfelf, to the great diverfion of all then pre- 
ftent, as well as confufion of himfelf. Derham's Phyfeco-Tbeol. 
To BEQUEfATH. v. a. [cpiy. Sax. a will.] To leave by will 
to another. 

She had never been difinherited of that goodly portion, 
which nature had fo liberally bequeathed to her." Sidney. 

Let’s choofe executors, and talk of wills ; 

And yet not fo — for what can we bequeath. 

Save our depofed bodies to the ground ? Shakefp. Ri char dll. 
My father bequeath'd me by will but a poor thoufand crowns. 

Shakefp. As you like it. 
Methinks this age feems refolved to bequeath pofterity fome- 
what to 1 em ember it. GlanviUe's Scepfis, c. 21. 

For you, whom beft I love and value moft. 

But to your fervice I bequeath my ghoft. Dryden' s Fabler 

Beqjje'athment. n.f [from bequeath.] A legacy. Di£ 7. 

BeqTest. n. f [from bequeath.] Something left by will ; a 
legacy. J 

He claimed the crown to himfelf ; pretending; an adoption, 
or bequejl, of the kingdom unto him by the Confeflbr. 

Hale's Common Law of England. 
1 o Lera ttle. v. a. [from rattle.] To rattle oft; to make 
a noife at in contempt. 

1 hefe are now the fafhion, and fo beraitle the common ftage 
io they call them, that many, wearing rapiers, are afraid ^of 
goofequills, and dare fcarce come thither. Shakefp. Hamlet . 
Berberry, n.f [. berberit , ftometimes written barberry, which 
lee J A berry of a fharp tafte, ufed for oickles. 

Some never ripen to be fweet,as tamarinds, berberries, crabs 

T rf’pTa vtt Bacon ’ s NatUral No 64 1 

Saxomf AVE ' " P reter- l bereaved, ox bereft, [bejieoptn, 

Si&igjzz* " ■’“«'« f 

Madam, you have bereft me of all words. 

Only my blood fpeaks to you in my veins. Shakefp. M. of V 
I hat when thou com’ft to kneel at Henry’s feet ^ ' 

Thou may ft bereave him of his wits with wonder. 

There w* never a prince 

iewdlo"” 1 * h ” h l ”" *" t 

•/ revealed 

1. Sometimes it is ufed without cf. Bentleys Sermons. 

Whereon I ,ve ! thy gentle looks, thy aid, 

r hy counfel, in this uttermoft diftrefs. p ara d Toft u 

3. To take away from. adm x„ 

All your intereft in thofe territories 

Bere'ft. part, paj/l of bereave. cpnvation. Dtii. 

n Th l, Ch j ef °! either flJc > lereft of life, 

Ur yielded to the' foe, concludes the ftrife D . 1 > r, 

Berg. See Burrow. * Fry den s Fah.- 

BeTgamot. n.f [bergamot tc, Fr.] 

1. A iort of pear, commonly called burpamnt Q r> 

2. A fort of offence, or perfume, drawn from n V CC f EA ^ 
ingrafting a lemon tree on a bergamot pear ft ^ produced b 7 

3 * A fort of fnuff, which is only cLn ltock * 

eftence rubbed into it. } t0bacco ’ with a little of the 
Be'rg MASTER, n. f. [from ben-r 1 

liff ’ ° r Chief ®ong the^Derbyfhire ^ bai ' 

3 A ' Be'rg-- 









